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The Fracking Paradox 
Fracking is immoral, harmful to the environment, & a 
threat to the welfare of future generations, right? 
 
The arguments against fracking simply aren’t 
consistent with current economic realities; 
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Nor are the arguments against fracking consistent 
with environmental realities. 
 
While smart fracking regulation will ultimately benefit 
and protect responsible oil & gas producers, fracking 
is already having a positive impact on the 
environment.  
 
Not only are fracked wells being completed with green 
technology that reduces flaring, fracking is also 
accelerating the switch to cleaner burning natural gas 
at U.S. power plants; 
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The facts are on your side. 
 
Stop celebrating. 
 
This is not a war that’ll be won or lost on the obvious 
benefits of the shale revolution. The results, should 
you fight solely on the aforementioned facts, include 
impacts like: 
 

 Costly regulation 

 Legal challenges 

 Negative public sentiment 
 
So what is the fracking paradox and why should the 
oil & gas industry care? 
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Your opponents, arch enemies, and nemeses are 
actually fracking supporters. 
 
Or at least not staunch opponents. 
 
They just don’t know it. 
 
But before I provide you with three strategic 
communications tools you can use to:  

 
Let’s briefly examine fracking’s global impact by 
country. 
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The Global Impact 

The worldwide impact fracking is having is the basis 
on which we’ll create content & build strategic 
communications campaigns. 
 
The impact has been underreported & as a result the 
implications have largely been absent from the debate 
in the U.S. 
 
Aside from the impact fracking has had on household 
income, state tax receipts, and fuel prices in the U.S., 
here’s a quick glimpse at fracking’s impact on three 
hostile nations:  
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The bottom line globally is: 
 

 Putin is now subsidizing the price of vodka to 
help Russians cope 

 Maduro, in an attempt to distract Venezuelans 
from looting, says the plunge in crude is an act of 
war orchestrated by an American-Saudi 
conspiracy 

 Ayatollah Khomeini is so frightened his puppet 
Iranian government will be toppled before it 
develops a nuclear arsenal, he’s asking Riyadh 
to turn off the oil spigots 

 
Opportunity exists to influence public sentiment and 
policy makers by illuminating fracking’s role in 
weakening authoritarian regimes. 
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Your New Opportunity 
The global impact fracking is having on hostile world 
leaders creates a myriad opportunities for 
independent oil and gas producers and those who 
represent their interests. 
 
These opportunities, when combined with the 
strategic communications tools I’ll provide you, have 
the potential to manifest themselves in ways that 
benefit your reputation and bottom line & include: 
 

If you’re skeptical, remember what The Fracking 
Paradox tells us about our most vocal antagonists: 
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The tools we’ve created for you are not designed to 
convince opponents of fracking’s benefits to the U.S. 
economy, labor force, or drivers. 
 
Remember, it is not fact on which the opposition’s 
narrative is based. 
 
Instead, the tools were created by: 

1. Identifying what the opposition holds dear 
2. Connecting these items with outcomes clearly 

attributed to fracking 
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3. Increasing awareness regarding these 

connections & ultimately repositioning fracking & 
its role in the world 
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Repositioning Fracking  
Fracking is winning wars and impacting authoritarian 
regimes even capable militaries cannot or will not. 
 
This is the foundation on which fracking may be 
repositioned in the minds of opponents, policy makers, 
and the general public. 
 
Dictators, tyrants, and hostile foreign leaders use 
higher oil prices to maintain their power, palaces, and 
places atop the people on whom they trample. 
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Fracking, by unlocking vast amounts of oil once 
thought to be uneconomical to produce, has 
dramatically reduced the price of oil and weakened 
the dictators who rely on higher oil prices to remain in 
and abuse their power. 
 

 
The fact is fracking is more effective at peacefully 
affecting change than: 
 

 Bilateral peace talks 

 Nuclear disarmament negotiations 

 Covert regime change support 
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But fracking, thus far, has not received the credit is 
deserves for these accomplishments. 
 
In a piece we created titled, Why Tree Huggers 
Environmentalists, & Progressives Should Support 
Lifting the Crude Export Ban: A Guide for Cynics, 
Critics, & Skeptics, we first argued that fracking is 
actually a friend of those who seemingly oppose it: 
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If you’d like to read more or get your own copy, we 
have one waiting for you here: 

Remember, we’re not trying to convince the 
opposition that fracking is good. 
 
We’re simply making the opposition aware that it 
already supports outcomes for which fracking is, in 
part, responsible: 
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At Talking Crude, we’ve already begun to reposition 
fracking as a tool for social change; one that not only 
unlocks new energy but also new hope for those who 
are oppressed by evil tyrants: 
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The opposition may not like fracking but they hate the 
way hostile world leaders treat their people and those 
around them.  
 
Therefore, fracking is: 
 

 A tool to peacefully confront hostile world leaders 
without military or covert action 

 A tool to tangibly support the weak, hungry, & 
oppressed 

 A tool to weaken tyrants, prompt political change, 
and introduce basic human rights and liberties 
currently lacking 

 
Skeptical? 
 
While fracking opponents will never be ardent fracking 
supporters, they’ll lose credibility, influence, and trust 
should they continue to oppose a tool so effective at 
in helping accomplish priorities their own policies, 
intentions, and hashtags cannot. 
 
Let’s go! 
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What We Have For You 
We’ve created a strategic communications tool kit you 
can use to reposition fracking in the minds of those 
who influence policy, regulation, & sentiment. 
 
These tools will complement the work your lobbyists 
and trade associations are doing.  
 
Remember, you’ll also benefit financially and 
reputationally; 
 

 
Here’s what we’ve created for you: 



 19 

1. Infographics 

The infographics we’ve created are designed to help 
you tell a story about fracking that has largely gone 
untold until now. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Your copies are attached to this email or you can 
touch, click, or paste this link:  
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2. Video 

The brief video we created, the first in a planned 
series, is designed to build intrigue among those who 
might not yet be aware of fracking’s role in sparking 
social change. 

 
Your copy is waiting via the attached link or you can 
touch, click, or paste this link:    
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3. Digital Media Kit 
Included in the kit are pre-sized & ready to share 
marketing materials designed to compellingly call 
people to action & learn more about fracking’s role as 
an instigator of social change. 
 
You can use the kit to drive traffic to your web site, a 
third party site, or to related pieces of content. 

Your kit is waiting via the attached link or you can 
touch, click, or paste this one: 
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